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PREFACE ‘Z@V@’

It 1s undisputed and admitted by the histortans that,
n all countries and at all times, the religion, the verna
ular language and the vernacular of the Samed Serip
_ures of a country, have gradually improved along with
1ts growth
But the case 15 quite different with the ‘N W P
and Oudh’ Its vernacular language has been so demo
rahized that it 15 used only in the private agartments,
and no sooner one gets out of them than he begms to
use _~ and J hike one acquainted with Perstan or Arabie
Some time ago I wasinvited to attend the Vaisya
Conference at Aligarh to express my views m respect to
several religious points connected with the Hindu Sacred
Seriptures  Soon after my arrival a gentleman of rank
came to see me, and during the course of his conversation
he said, “Is mulq men pidn zub4n ki taragq: honi lazim
hai’ If such 1s the use of expressions by men of
respectable position, how can the expectations for the
improvement of the vernacular language be realized ?
This method of using expressions 1s quite tanta-
mount to the ways of living of certamn men, who, having
put on foreign clothes and adopted foreign modes of
Iving, give lectures m public conferences on the use of
native dress only with o view to acqure renown and
gam fame
Previous to the British admmmstration mn this
country, the darkness of 1gnorance was spread to such
an extent that the itercourse of ome nation with
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another did not at all exsst Languages differed at the
distances of every 24 miles and our Musalman rulers in
olden tumes went so far as to alter even the names of.
aties and holy places and call them by the names o{i
Musalman fashion In the royal records Prayag wa !
entered as Allahabad, Kashi—Maul dabad, snc
Patna—Naymabad, and so on .
But thanks be to the Almighty that the Bnitish 1
Government has now turned India from a barren country
1nto a smuling garden and umted the several petty king
doms mto onc sovereignty, which looks asit were like :
one gr:md aty A native of Madras heeps correspond ‘
ence with one of Nepal anda Bengali with a Peshawan ’
Similarly though Irvng apart from one another m
different quarters they meet, together to gnelectures and
hear them asaf they were the inhabitants of one town

Look ! only a short time ago the patniotic Governor
of the United Provinces, having noticed that even the
native Musalmans of these Provinces converse with their ¢

s and keep their account books m the

female relation
Hindr language, has ntroduced Hindi for the conve
prence and good of the people m general

Tt1s o deplorable thing that even a learned Pandit
can with difficulty express his thoughts accurately ma
Jetter written n thevernacular  The reason1s not, far to
seeh. People of thns country have not yet set their foot
on the nght path leading to its prospenty Tho cultz
on of learmng has howes cr, been begun 1 1t E
I

vaty
od several immprovements m about

The world evinct

the latter part of the reign of our late Empress.  These
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wmprovements embracing politics science & , tended much
to werease the welfare of the country The mumficent
gift of His Highness the Maharaja of Jmpur to the
Famimme Fund with no other motive than that of re
Lieving the poor, 18 one of the many mstances of acts quite
unheard of before and sufficient to afford a better stumu
lus for holping the needy to the other chiefs of India
The high education of H H the Maharz« of Durbhanga
15 another nstance of the growth and development of
education among the Rajas and Maharajas of India
Similarly the minor Maharaja of Burdwan may be
looked upon as an example of a native prince well
worthy of the high position he1s shortly to command
among the Indian chiefs by dint of lus exceptional merits
acqured by hgh education The success with which
H H the Maharanmi Sahiba of Vizianagram has been
managing her state 18 a rare mstance on record of that
wisdom whach characterised a woman under the benign
rule of our late lamented Empress It 1s hoped that the
Maharant will suceeed as well 1 looking after the educa
tion of the minor prince as ih matters connected with the
management of her Ray

Our N W P and Oudh also abounds m 1ms
tances of the above of which I can with certamnty men
tion one here His Highness the Raja of Bhinga has
given lus hewr apparent that truning and edueation—re
hgious pobtiel and seientific—which may serve asa
model to many

In aneient times the custom of handing over the
books by the gurs to lns pupil did not at all exist.  Some
400 years ago Vasudera Sdriabhauma a Bengali Brah
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tan, read Chinfamant with s guru i Muthels  Havmg
completed hus studies when he was returning home his
guru took away the manusenipt copy of the work wrtten
by lam

By the grace of God 1815 pleasing to hear that the
present Mabaraja of Muthila bas taken i hus onn haad
the difficult task of ditfusing knowledge here and itis
hoped that 1t wall reach ity perfection to the peoples
satisfaction

The backwardness of education i these Provinees
when compared with that of Bengl Bombay and Madras
may as well be aseribed to the dissumilar use of the
Hindn and Musalman languages and 1t will no longer |
esist when there 1s similarity observed

The usefulness of giving education i bovhood can
not be denied for 1t 13 serviceable to man during hus
whole hfe

The tendency of mans nature entwrely depends on
the primary education given to lum i his boyhood
There 13 difference betiween the patriotic feelings of the
Enghsh and the Indians for the former receive their
eduertion 1n thewr own vernacular and the latter do not.
The people of this part of the country look to therr
vernacular with insignifieant ayes and for this reason they
ever remain mmsigmficant But 1t 13 now magimed that
the royal road to Himnds so hindly paved by our benava
Jent Governor wall mark the way leading to the advance
ment of the people

People recerving their education 1 their own verna
cular will necessanly feel an mclination towards thewr
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religlon and 1ts observances and be affected with the feel
ngs of phulanthropy snd patriotism

TIf 18 worthwhile noticing that when Sankardcharya
Swam saw the deterioration of the Vaidic religion and
the peoples perversion to Buddhism he adopted a plan
to turn the tide of the people s tendency to its origmnal
state

Having made shght alternations here and there m
the philosophies of the Buddhists he let them remaun as
they were, but dad not sumultaneously fail to Justify the
philosaplue principles propounded theremn with proofs
based on those already lmd down n the Vedas, The
Buddhists themselves attentively hstening to them ad
mired ther utihity and began to hold even the Vedas as
authority

Thus state of things gradually led to the performance
of ablution and the giving of alms the offering of sacr1
fices and obsequial oblations to the Manes and the wor
shipping of the gods and the rakmans  People having
abandoned Buddiusm began to resume the ancient form
of the Vaidic religion the result being the annihilation of
Buddhism and the repl t of the latter on 1ts usual
basis throughout India

Bat alast 1f people are not actually acquaimnted with
the fact that the Vedas announce the world and its
Creator to be true and to exist stnee tune immemonal,
low can we pronounce them to be false ?

Tt s still more pitiable that if comebody attempts
to tcieh sometlung wlich 15 even based on the Sastras,
he 1s regarded to be a foe and envied by most people
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Some time ago when I placed before the puble a
printed copy of a part of my ariginal work entitled
* Snehapurtti’* T was viewed with Jealous eyes. But
truth always prevails  The sale of the book has been
beyond expectation, and 1t will now be reprinted
Bombay for public benefit

It 1s a rule with the worldly men in succession that
m regard to some pomt they at first come to an undesir-
able conclusion, but s1th the Japse of time they by and by
consider 1t to be satisfactory, Venly the publication of
the ‘Turiya Mfmdnsd’ 1s based on the foregomg precedent

When Sankarichirya saw that he had succeeded 10
saving the anaent rehgion of India from the devastation
of the Buddhists by composing philosophies similar to
theirs, he at the same time devised means for thur pro-
mulgation  He concluded that, as the Buddhist mendi
cants existing 3n numbers endeavoured to spread Bud
dhuism without any cost, why he should not also nvent
the system of teaclung through dicants 1 all the
quarters
On this ground, having inculeated the principles of
salvation obtamned by abstraction, he sent hus diseiples
everywhere for teaching the Vadic doctrines  Smce
then has amsen the peculiar rehgious system of the
Sannyésis which 15 lihe Buddism, m every way opposed
to the Vardic doctrines

When this practice was enforced, seseral Bauddba
Rujas and Moharajas began to adopt hrysystem of relh
2 ~wem dnnnhena and he dearers became Vaidies

- Caa « compord by we in b g volumes fs
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It must be borne 1 mind that all this was done to
convert the Buddhists and not verdly to show what he
really imbibed  He was m reahity the worshipper of
Vishou and devoted follower of the Supreme Bemg
Nesther did he, like the existing followers of s system
of religion, thunk umself to be Brahma, nor did he own
the customary religious observance of hs followers the
Dandis to be the only object aimed at

The saddest thing that happened was the premature
death of Sunkardchdiye at the age of 32 years only
Had he lived 2 little longer, he himself would have Iad
open the secret that these interpolations were made to
decewve the Buddlusts and not to declare s religious
beliefs

The people of this country are not only ignorant of
Tustories but see them with immical eyes, and hence do
not possess sny accurate Lnowledge of the foregomng
madents

It 13 & matter worth consideration whether Sankarg-
chérya, according to whose tenet, besides Brahma, the
whole world 1s unreal, will ever say that a Sannydst
Brahman alone ean attain salvation and none else, that
spurttual knowledge can be acquired by the Brahmans
only «nd by none, that a Brahman alone 1s entitled to
become o Sannydsi and not the Kshattniyas and others,
that salvation 18 got by gving up the duties of each
order aud by no other means, and so on  His mystent
ous ways are those of polities and not 6f religion

But mostly the rakmans of the present age accom
phish their ends exther by uttermg ordinances learnt by
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roto or listeming to the de~wswon of prejudiced arbitrators
They are wr the dark os to the parport of Sankardehdrya’s
tenet, which ws intended only to convert the Buddhists
to the Vardie religion  To bring to hght that his doe
trines and rehgious obserances wre not quite different,
19 the maun object of my composing the * Turiys Miun
4msd  and 1t 1s beheved that the people hnowmg the real
meaning of 1ts confents will follow the ancient form of
the true rehyion

All the Vaudies believe that St Kushoa hasin us
Gug taught Arjuna the sum and sabstance of all the
Upamshals, which runs thus: The soul enshrined in
the human body must take shelter with the Supreme
Being, for no salvation can be attamed without doing
this Al iving beings are simaers  They can obtamn
final emancipation by the favour of the Supreme Beng
which can bo guned when the hving beng retually
thnhs atself to be divested of alf the evils and hisre
course to prous devotion  If such 1s the rule lud down
i the Gutd then they cannot bo smd to be Vaidics whe
not m accordance with this precept, think the world to
be filse aud the Supreme Being to be mmagmary

If Swharfehdiyn 13 indeed held to be & Vaidie,
then 1t must be concluded that Ins religious teachings,
though mconsistent with those of the Vedas, were no
doubt meant to show some obscure sigmfication and not
Ius real tenst  He had 2 very'grent expersence  Hem
fict taught m this manner in order to extirpate Buddhism
without bloodshed His wnitings did not wound the
feehings of the Buddhists who knowmg that therr reh
gious views comcided with thoso of the Vedas, began to
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read them, gradually devoted themselves to the worship
of the Supreme Being and took shelter with him

In this treatise T have shown that according to the
Vedas and the Hindu Sacred Scriptures, like the Brah
mans, the Kshattriyas and men of other castes are
also authorised to perform all the duties connected with
the worldly affairs down to the attamment of final
emanerpation

SWAMI RAM MISRA SASTRI

BENARFS 1
1st March 1901 )
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